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Vot. VII. 


Tue DecemBer EXAMINATIONS. 


It may be interesting to the profession to know 
something of the results of last professional examina- 
tions. Concerning the details we know nothing, and 
were our knowledge more intimate we could not, of 
course, use it for the purposes of general publication. 

The total number examined was 339 in all classes ; 
of these 188 passed and 156 were rejected. 

The three classes came out as follows :— 

Examined Passed Rejected 


Class A 102 45 57 
| 121 75 46 
» © (oral) 116 68 53 

339 183 156 


We have not the figures to include the ‘‘ practical ”’ 
division of the C examination in our comments but, 
as far as they go, we see that nearly 60 per cent. of 
those examined in C passed—a fair proportion as 
examinations go. In class A, the passes were just 
under 45 per cent., and in Class B about 65 per cent 

The inference we draw from these figures is that 
the examiners do their work well, and that the 
majority of students are industrious. The small 

rcentage of passes in Class A we assume to be evi- 
pete that the requirements are too great, and that 
the extent and number of subjects is excessive. If 
our assumption be correct, the question is how can 
the course be lightened? We certainly cannot de- 
crease the anatomy. The other subjects are chemis- 
try and biology. Our opinion is that both of these 
should be curtailed and that a more limited syllabus 
should be drawn up for the guidance. of examiners. 
The object of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons is to admit graduates likely to make good prac- 
titioners. The average man is what we have to 
legislate for. The superior man will always pass, 
but we have no right to expect only superior men 
and it by no means follows that a crammed person 
may not pass a stiff examination. No examination, 
and very few examiners, can distinguish the man full 
of information from the man full of knowledge—we 
should much prefer the latter. Of all crammed in- 
formation the least useful to veterinary surgeons is 
chemistry and biology. Very little organic chemistry 
can be assimilated in one session and we cannot 
afford more time. Very little botany, over and 
above that pertaining to the structure of plants, is 
useful to veterinary students. Now that separate 
tables for examination on “ materia-medica and 
toxicology” and on “ hygiene” are established we 
may safely trust to them, that no man will pass 
Whose knowledge of poisonous, medicinal, or food 
plants is insufficient. If Class A is to be lightened 


| 
A Conrrapiction. 


There is no truth in the rumour that the Chief 
‘Travelling Inspector of the Board of Agriculture has 
been invited to accept the Principalship of the Royal 
(Dick) Veterinary College. The trustees recognise 
that such a post should be filled by a veterinarian. 


TWO WAYS WITH TUBERCULOSIS. 


For some years past the veterinary profession has 
recognised tuberculosis as a contagious disease and 
one which it is possible and desirable to stamp out. 
The Board of Agriculture has not yet taken any 
step in this direction. It remains passive, waiting 
for the public to demand action. Like most other 
government departments it denies that a proved 
necessity for action or a logical demonstration of 
probable success is a sufficient reason for bringing 
any new power into action. It waits for the public 
call—for the little agitation and gentle pressure 
which are alone supposed to warrant any change. 

There are indications that the stockowner is 
awakening to the fact that the annual loss from 
tuberculosis amongst his herds can be prevented. 
There are also evidences that medical men and sani- 
tarians are fully agreed that the flesh and milk of 
tuberculous animals are too dangerous to human 
life to be left any longer without proper control. 
Some of the leading Agricultural Societies have 
lately memorialised the Board of Agriculture to put 
all its power in force but as yet the leading Society 
—the Royal Agricultural Society of Kngland—has 
declined to join the memorialists. 

A precisely similar evolution of thought and 
action attended the spread of contagious pleuro- 
pneumonia in this country. Veterinarians advised 
and indicated the methods to be adopted. Owners 
of cattle slowly accepted the advice. Agricultural 
Societies pressed the matter upon the Department, 
but only half-hearted permissive Orders were adop- 
ted. Then the Royal Agricultural Society suddenly 
brought its great influence to bear and the Board of 
Agriculture moved. Much to its astonishment the 
disease rapidly disappeared and the Board was able 
to exclaim—‘‘ Sée what success we have had; for 
ears pleuro-pneumonia ravaged the herds of Britain, 
but no sooner did we take the matter in hand than 
the disease was conquered—Veni, vidi, vici.” Really 
the victory was an easy one, and might have been 
won by similar measures years ago. The delay 
which cost the loss of thousands of animals only 
ceased when the Board were forced to action by the 


it can only be by limiting more definitely the subjects 
of chemistry and biology. 


stock-owners speaking through the great agricultural 


and political engine—-the Royal Agricultural Society. 
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It is interesting toask what then moved the Society, 
and t» look for the possibility of any similar motor 
power now arising to induce them to demand that 
tuberculosis shall be stamped out. It must be re- 
membered that the pedigree stock of Great Britain 
is the stock of greatest value. This stock belongs to 
the richest of the stock-owners, and they form a 
powerful proportion of the members of the R.A.S. 
Anything that injuriously affects the pedigree stock 
is sure to rouse the R.A.S. A few years ago the 
foreign markets were closed against our pedigree 
stock by courtries containing the best purchasers. 
These countries were afraid that they might import 
pleuro-pneumonia which they knew prevailed here. 
Down came the price of pedigree stock, and loud 
was the grumbling at what was called ‘ protection.” 
Foreign countries replied, ‘the only ‘ protection ’ we 
have enforced is against disease ; clear your herds of 
pleuro-pneumonia and we shall be glad to resume 
purchase.”” Then it was that the R.A.S. recognised 
the prevalence of pleuro-pneumonia, the loss and 
danger it caused to agriculture, and the fact that it 
might easily be stamped out. They pressed their 
recent discovery upon the Board of Agriculture, and 
that body at once went to work to obtain the inevi- 
table success which always attends properly directed 
measures against the contagious diseases of animals 
in this se. girt kingdom. 

Tuberculosis now stands where pleuro-pneumonia 
stood a few years ago. It prevails widely, it exists 
amongst our pedigree herds. Everyone’ knows it 
causes great loss to the stock-owner and that it has 
a further danger all its own—capability of trans- 
mission to man. The Board of Agriculture does 
nothing. It has done worse—it once referred to the 
disease in its annual report, only to say that there 
was much exaggeration as to its prevalence and 
danger, and to assert that no measures against it 
were likely to be attended by success because the 
_ difficulties in the way were insupera- 

The Board once appointed a Departmental Com- 
mittee consisting of very eminent experts, who heard 
all kinds of evidence. The Committee reported 
** that the disease should be included in the Contagious 
Diseases (Animals) Act, so as to provide for the 
slaughter of diseased animals, for the payment of 
compensation for slaughter, for the seizure and 
slaughter of diseased animals exposed in markets or 
fairs, for the seizure and slaughter of diseased 
foreign animals landing in this country.” The re- 
port was published in 1888, but nothing has yet 
been done to give effect to the recommendation of the 
committee. 

The more enlightened stock-owners are, however, 
now moving again. Foreign countries are noting 
our disgraceful apathy and have, in some cases, 
adopted protection ’’ against us. This “protection” 
consists in testing imported cattle with tuberculin 
and refusing admission to all that show the reaction. 
As our only export cattle are pedigree, an early 
agitation by pedigree breeders for the extirpation of 
tuberculosis may be anticipated. This agitation is 
all that is wanted to rouse the R.A.S., who will soon 
persuade or induce the Board of Agriculture. to 


recognise that the disease is one which cannot longer 
be permitted to ravage our stocks and endanger our 
population. Difficulties will disappear as by magic, 
and the action recommended by the veterinary pro- 
fession for the last ten years will be quietly appro- 
priated and acted upon. 

Believing then that powerful self-interest will soon 
insist upon the adoption: of action which has long 
been suggested by scientific and practical knowledge, 
it may be well to indicate what is necessary to over- 
come difficulties and to ensure success. 

Human life is certainly endangered by milk from 
tuberculous cows, and possibly by flesh from tuber- 
culous carcases. Constant inspection of milk and 
flesh may prevent some few ills, but the only radical 
and logical method of protecting man is to stamp 
out the disease amongst animals. Even if the 
tuberculosis of animals were not transmissible to 
man there is sufficient reason to warrant action 
simply on the count of loss and danger to 
avimals. 

That tuberculosis prevails so extensively amongst 
animals as to make its extermination worth the 
effort is capable of direct proof. The disease prevails 
in cattle, pigs, horses, and other animals. It may 
be admitted that the prevalence is not great in 
horses, but as the disease is contagious, and as the 
majority of adult horses are stabled, we have condi- 
tions which must inevitably lead to its increase and 
spread. In pigs we do not know to what extent the 
disease exists. The Board of Agriculture has 
deliberately neglected a splendid opportunity for set- 
tling this question. It has destroyed some 50,000 
swine dnring the past year, and had the destruction 
been superintended by veterinarians instead of by 
officers destitute of all pathological or medical train- 
ing we might have had, without cost, an exceedingly 
valuable mass of statistics. As to the prevalence of 
tuberculosis amongst cattle we know a great deal. 
During the stamping out of pleuro-pneumonia 
veterinarians were employed, and they reported to 
the Board, not only the number of animals affected 
with ‘‘ pleuro”’ but also the number in which tuber- 
culosis was found. Their observations extended 
over some thousands of cattle of all kinds and all 
ages. From their returns we may safely say that 16 
per cent. of all cattle over one year of age are in- 
fected with tuberculosis. The percentage has been 
authoritatively stated at a much higher figure, bai 
16 per cent. is ample to show the necessity for legal 
control and the expediency of attempting entire sup- 
pression. 

There can be no doubt what the necessary meas- 
ures should be. The definite knowledge now possess- 
ed as to the organism causing the disease and the 
methods by which it leaves and enters the animal 
body, enables us to lay -down with certainty of 
success the lines upon which the attack must, be 
made. The experience gained by the failures and 
successes of the authorities in carrying out the Von- 
tagious Diseases (Animals) Act in reference to such 
analogous diseases as glanders and pleuro-pneumonia, 
is enough to guide any intelligent veterinarian 1 
forming a practical scheme for the extermination ° 
tuberculosis. 
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The first neeessity is—-Compulsory Notification by 
the owner of every diseased animal. Special powers 
should also be obtained for compulsory notification 
by veterinary surgeons. 

The next necessity is—Compulsory Isolation of all 
suspected cases, and finally—Compulsory Slaughter 
of all diseased animals. 

Compensation to the owner must accompany any 
order for compulsory slaughter—not merely as a 

rtial reimbursement for loss, but as an inducement 
to all owners to notify. Compensation, by checking 
evasion of the law and inducing voluntary notification, 
saves half the cost of measures necessary to successful 
suppression of disease. The amont of compensation 
is a detail of some consequence. Of course, full 
value would be paid an owner for the slaughter of 
any animal found, on post-mortem examination, to 
be not affected. The most recent Order of the 
Board of Agriculture giving compensation is the new 
Glanders Order. It is quite novel and entirely 
objectionable. It really introduces a new principle 
in the working of the Contagious Diseases (Animals) 
Act, and possibly one which is wetra vires. This order 
gives a wide margin—varying from carcase value to 
one-fourth value, so that one local authority might 
pay, for a £100 horse, two pounds, whilst another 
might pay £25. This is clearly stupid, and intro- 
duces an element of disagreement which is inexcus- 
able. This Order also permits the compulsory 
slaughter of an animal suffering from a curable 
disease on payment of carcase value—a grossly unfair 
proceeding. Of course such an order would never be 
attempted with farmers who have societies to act 
for them and political power to back them. The 
glanders order is a melancholy attempt on the part 
of the Board of Agriculture to form a compromise 
between precedent and principle on the one side, and 
injustice and political expediency on the other. Un- 
fortunately, if this order be permitted to stand, the 
agriculturists must be prepared to submit to the 
same injustice as the horse-owner. A tuberculous 
cow cannot be valued more highly than a glandered 
horse—in fact its carcase is more dangerous. An 
equitable working compensation would be one-fourth 
value, and nothing for those ‘‘ wasters”’ that are as 
visibly dangerous and incurable as a case of rabies. 

The use of tuberculin has removed the only 
weighty objection to action. A few years ago the 
difficulty of diagnosis in latent cases was always held 
up as an obstacle to any attempt to tackle tubercu- 
losis by law. The same consistent and sapient ob- 
jectors were then, and had been for years, enforcing 
laws against glanders—a disease in which the diffi- 
culty of diagnosis is often quite as marked. 

The only really debatable question in relation to 
the best method of suppressing tuberculosis is—‘ To 
whom should the work be entrusted?” Tubercu- 
losis is not a disease like cattle-plague or swine-fever, 
that spreads rapidly and mysteriously over a district. 
It spreads like glanders by the discharge of the specific 
‘Organism from the lungs of diseased animals. By 
the aid of tuberculin we can pick out the diseased 
animal. It would be wicked folly to stamp out 
Whole herds, as was done with pleuro-pneumonia. 
That disease could often only be detected post-mortem, 


and therefore all ‘in contact’’ animals had to 
perish. No such costly and heroic plan is necessary 
with tuberculosis. It is not even necessary to stop 
movement in a district or to interfere with fairs and 
markets. The work is essentially local. Each case 
has to be detected and dealt with. The outbreak 
cannot be suppressed in a day or two, but it can be 
exterminated in a week or two. Clearly then economy 
in cost and certainty in practice require that tuber- 
culosis should be attacked by local agency, and by 
professional experts who are able to diagnose each 
case. 

The Board of Agriculture acting from London 
could not stamp out tuberculosis except by stamping 
out every herd in the Kingdom. The Local Authori- 
ties could do it effectually and at a small cost. The 
essential requirement would be a chief veterinary in- 
spector in each county to direct the proceedings. 
The money for compensation would have to be found 
by local authorities, but just as the Government con- 
tribute to other local expenses—roads, schools, etc. 
so might some arrangement for a contribution in 
aid be made for the removal of disease from animals 
and the protection of human life. 


This is one way ; next week the other way will be. 


indicated. 


DISLOCATION OF THE ELBOW JOINT IN A 
FOAL. 


By W. S. M.R.C.V.S., Cookstown. 


On April 5th, 1894, I was requested by Mr. W. J. 
Riddel, of Dunman, to attend a foal that had 
knocked its elbow out of joint. I went with him at 
once, but as I expected to find a fracture, did not 
bother taking anything with me except a revolver. 
I found the patient, a colt of 11 months old, ina 
loose-box ; he was nervous and would not allow me 
to examine him or in fact go near him at all. How- 
ever the owner got a twitch on him, and a strong 
cart rope being handy we used it as sidelines and 
cast him ; on examination I found the case as stated. 
The joint was dislocated, the radius and ulna being 
external, the humerus internal, the ends of the bones 
overlapping. As I believed there could not be a 
luxation of this nature without rupture of the 
internal lateral ligament, and as the colt was not 
very valuable I advised the owner to have it shot. He 
said he would give it a chance, and insisted that I 
should reduce the dislocation, although I pointed out 
to him that it would likely occur again on the foal 
attempting to rise, so I set to work. I got a strong 
spade shaft and placed it between the end of the 
humerus and the ribs and directed a man how to use 
it, got another man to flex the elbow joint as much 
as possible, then applied pressure, pushing the radius 
and ulna downwards, backwards and inwards the 
humerus in a contrary direction, after prolonged 
efforts I was giving up in despair when a Mr. Kane 
said he would try if 1 would show him how. [ 


did so, and he had it reduced in three minutes. 
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Before taking off the rope I applied a good blister 
(as it was questionable whether he would let me near 
him without a fight), however, when we released 
him he still lay on, so I left, telling them not to 
disturb him, but when he got up to give him a bran 
drink and a bed of peat litter. I called the next day 
and found the colt very feverish, but the joint was 
not dislocated although I expected it—when dislo- 
cated that limb was much shorter than the other. 
Ordered mag. sulph. in 1% doses in each drink until 
the manure became soft. 

Did not see the colt for 10 days, when it was so 
much better that I believed it would make a good 
recovery. Ordered it to be turned out on grass at 
night, or if in a quiet place might be left. out 
altogether. Blistered the joint again in 10 days 
time, the colt made a good recovery and was sold for 
a fair price in the month of August or four months 
after the injury, which was caused by the foal 
slipping and falling whilst galloping on soft ground. 

I send you these notes on this case because I was 
taught that luxation of the elbow could only occur 
when there was a rupture of the internal lateral 
ligament; now, I hold there was no rupture in this 
case, for if there had been it would have been much 
easier to reduce the luxation, and the recovery would 
not have been so good. 


POPULAR VETERINARY EDUCATION. 
By E. Watus Hoarg, F.R.C.V.S., Cork, 


Popular veterinary education is diffused in a 
variety of ways, all more or less detrimental to the 
welfare of practitioners. We have lecturers to 
County Councils, veterinary editors to papers, and 
an unceasing supply of books couched in popular 
language, all tending to foster up the fallacious idea 
that the diagnosis and treatment of disease can be 
undertaken by those whose knowledge is obtained in 
this fashion. 

Popular works on veterinary science are really 
amusing in many particulars, especially those relat- 
ing to cases of difficult diagnosis and to the perform- 
ance of operations. Many amateurs delight to 
dabble in the former, but, unfortunately for us 
practitioners, they fight shy of the latter; by this I 
mean toinfer that the results of their attempts at 
surgery would quickly lead them to appreciate the 
value of the professional man’s skill. 

It is a matter for consideration whether clients 
possessing a smattering of veterinary science, or those 
totally ignorant of the subject, are the most desirable 
for the practitioner. Speaking from personal 
experience, I should certainly prefer the latter class. 
A client who “ fancies himself’’ in veterinary mat- 
ters is usually a most troublesome one for the prac- 
titioner. He imagines that patients should never 
die, and no amount of care or attention on the part 
of the veterinary surgeon will satisfy him; he is 
generally very partial to constant drugging of cases, 
and freely consults his popular authority, being 
always full of suggestions. He seldom calls in the 
practitioner early to a case, but first prefers to have 


a‘ try”’ at treatment himself; and it is exceedingly 
burtful to his dignity if his diagnosis or treatment 
is not spoken of in a favourable manner. He gener- 
ally has a large stock of favourite recipes, and these 
he will often administer even during the treatment 
of a case by the practitioner. 

On the other hand the client who knows nothing 
of veterinary matters prefers to depend altogether on 
the practitioner and leave the whole case in his 
hands. No doubt in some instances he will err by 
not recognising the serious nature of a case, and not 
calling in professional assistance early, but even this 
is preferable to the harmful interference of the 
amateur. 

_ If popular veterinary literature were confined to 
teaching the principles of preventive medicine, and 
the importance of attention to hygiene, dietetics and 
the nursing of sick animals, then indeed it would be 
productive of benefit ; but whén it goes beyond this 
sphere and ventures to initiate the reader into the 
diagnosis and treatment of disease, then it becomes 
detrimental to both owners and animals, besides en- 
croaching on the practitioners means of livelihood. 
If those who write popular works and articles on 
veterinary medicine would only consider the 
immense amount of injury which is often done to the 
profession as a result, they would devote their time 
instead to researches in professional work, the field 
for which is vast and important. There was a time 
in the history of the profession, when populay, veter- 
inary literature was of benefit. Now a stage has 
been reached at which we need not thus proclaim 
our scientific status or our usefulness to the public. 
We do not find medical men of any standing writ- 
ing works or articles on the popular treatment of 
disease, even if they were to do so it would be less: 
productive of harm than in our profession, because 

man is less inclined to run the risk of trying reme- 

dies on himself, than he is of drugging the animals 

under his control in a wholesale manner. “‘ Every 
man his own physician,” or “every man his own 

lawyer or clergyman,”’ are titles which would evoke 

a sarcastic smile in the present day, let us hope that 

‘every man his own veterinary surgeon ’’ will soon 

be accorded a similar fate. 


VETERINARY SOGIETIES. 


THE ONTARIO VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 


The anvual meeting of this Association was held ir 
the Veterinary Cullege, Toronto, Canala, on Friday, 
December 21st, 1894. 

The President, Mr. W: Burns, V.S., opened the meet- 
ing with a few well chosen remarks, and called for the 
reading of the reports. 

The Secretary's, Registrar’s and Auditor’s reports were 
then received and adopted. 

Considerable discussion then ensued on the action of 
certain parties in issuing so-called veterinary dev 
diplomas. The issuing of these was very struugly col 
demned at the last meeting—tending as it does to bring 
legitimate veterinary science into disrepute—reputadle 
members of the veterinary profession considering t 
so-called veterinary dentistry as a complete humbug. 
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Mr. Joun Wenpve, V.S., also a member of the New 
York State Veterinary Association, remarked that that 
Association also very strongly condemned the issuing of 
the veterinary dental diplomas. 

Major Lloyd, Mr. Gibb, Mr. C. Elliott, Mr. O’Neil 
and others took part in the discussion, and it was resol- 
ved that the same committee that were appointed last 
year should he continued, and that their efforts should 
be directed to suppress this humbug. 

Mr. W. J. Witson, V.S., of London, read an excellent 
paper on the dangers of using the meat and also the 
milk of diseased animals as human food. He called 
attention to the toxic properties produced by the germ 
of tuberculosis (the bacillus tuberculosis) being especially 
injurious to consumptive patients, and that these pro- 
ducts were still existing in the meat and milk, although 
the vitality of the bacillus itself may have been destroyed 
by cooking or otherwise. He recommended the estab- 
lishment of public abattoirs and the inspection of meat 
by qualified men. He also recommended that dairies 
should be placed under suitable inspection and that the 
hygienic conditions of milch cows should be looked to, 
«leanliness and sufficient air space being essential. 

In the discussion that followed, in which Major Lloyd, 
Messrs. Shaw, Cowan, and others took part, it was re- 
marked that the “tuberculin test’ was a reliable diag- 
nostic agent, but judgment must be used in applying it. 
That it is well to take the body temperature of other 
animals in the herd not injected, as variations in the 
temperature may be produced by accidental causes. 

Mr. Cowan, veterinary inspector, said that it was 
well not to make unnecessary alarm in connection with 
tuberculosis, That the disease existed only to a slight 
extent in Canada amongst cattle—less than in most 
other countries—and that the disease was on the decrease 
here. He alse said that the various Boards of Health 
have great power in looking into the milk supply. That 
there is all the law that is required in investigating the 
milk «nd meat supply and in condemning tubercular 
cases. 

The thanks of the meeting were voted to Mr. Wilson 
for his interesting paper. 

Mr. A. CrowrortH, V.S., of Lockport, N.Y. U.S, 
read an interesting and exhaustive paper on “ Tubercu- 
losis in relation to animal industry aud public health, 
its prevalence and importance.” He said that it pre- 
vailed so extensively throughout the civilised world, that 
no disease is so deserving of close study, or of the en- 
forcement of effective measures for iis suppression. 
‘Cholera, yellow-fever, and small-pox which occasionally 
appear, creating universal terror and dismay, claim but 
few victims in comparison with this ever present and 
universally devastating malady. These other plagues 
-are quick, severe, and fatal, and therefore can be 
promptly recognised and even stamped out, whereas 
tuberculosis is slow and uncertain in its progress and 
often escapes recognition for a long time. It may be 
classed with The pestilence that walketh in darkness while 
the other diseases named may be likened to the “ destruc- 
tions that waste at noon day.” He gave statistics show- 
ing the deaths in various parts of the world in the 

uman race, and mentioned its prevalence as the same 

: in the domestic animals, produced by the same 
micro-organism (the bacillus ee and the diffi- 
culty of obtaining reliable statistics. In the middle 
ages tuberculosis in animals was recognised as contagious, 
aud laws were made against the use of affected carcases 
i. human food—which remaiu in force in Spain and 

taly to the present day. In the early part of the pre- 
Sent century its contagious character was doubted by 
medical practitioners, But at the present time, in the 
t of numerous investigations and experiments, 
candid scientific observers accept the doctrine of its 


and mode’ of propagation, and also the accessory causes 
which tend to produce the disease. But none of these 
causes can produce the disease in the absence of the 
bacillus. He described the disease in the various organs 
and tissues of the body, and mentioned the difficulties 
| experienced in diagnosis. He spoke strongly in favour 
of tuberculin as a diagnostic agent, and said those who 
had used it most valued it the most highly. In conclu- 
sion he compared the geographic distribution of cattle 
and the prevalence of tuberculosis in the human race 
and showed the ultimate relations of cattle to man as a 
potent agent in the extensiou and maintenance of con- 
sumption in the human family. 

A discussion followed in which Messrs. O’Neil, 
Wilson, and others took part, and a vote of thanks was 
tendered to Mr. Crowforth for his interesting and ex- 
haustive paper. 

Professor SmirH exhibited from the museum of the 
Veterinary College specimens of “ gangrenous ergotism ” 
of the legs of cattle from cases he had investigated last 
spring. 

The sum of $25°00 was appropriated for a medal to be 
competed for by students of the Ontario Veterinary 
College at the approaching spring examinations. 

The following are the officers for the ensuing year :— 
President, Mr. G. L. Robson ; 1st Vice-president, H. 
Hopkins ; 2nd Vice-president, D. Hamilton ; Secretary, 
C. H. Sweetapple; Treasurer, W. Cowan ; Auditors, 
Messrs. J. D. O’Neil and C. Elliott ; Directors, Messrs. 
J. Wende, W. Burns, J. F. Quin, W. Gibb, W. J. Wilson, 
T. Holder, A. Crowforth, aud W. Steel. 


ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The 203rd general meeting of the Association was held 
in the New Lecture Hall of the College on Wednesday, 
January 16th at 6.30 p.m. Mr. Dunstan was in the 
chair, and 36 members were present. 

Mr. Boyer proposed, and Mr. Berry seconded “that 
the Secretary convey to Mrs, Walley and family an ex- 
pression of condolence from the members of the Associa- 
tion, on their recent sad bereavement.” The propo- 
sition was put to the meeting and carried. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and con- 
firmed. 

The CuarrMAN then called upon Mr. Taylor to read 
his paper, the subject of which was “ The Evolution of 
Veterinary Science. He treated it in a thoroughly 
capable and. interesting manner, traciug its advance from 
the time when first the necessity for veterinary medicine 
was recognised, through the ear.y Egyptian, Grecian, 
and Roman periods to the present day. He dealt some- 
what briefly with the foundation of the foreign schools 

and in a more detailed manner with that of the Royal 
Veterinary College in London. 

On the conclusion of the paper some slight discussion 
ensued in which the following gentlenien took part :— 
Prof. Hobday, Messrs. Reeks, M.R.C.V.S.; Boyer, Dun- 

stan, Houston, Johnson, Heley, Berry, Parker and Burt, 
The meeting terminated with votes of thanks to the 
Essayist and Chairman. 

Water Burt, Assist. Sec. 


Inoeculating a Dog. 


Last week a case of Anthrax in an Ayrshire bull was 
discovered at the farm of Mr. Gretna, 
by Mr. Bell, V.S., Carlisle. Mr. Bell having a Scotch 
terrier to destroy, inoculated it with the virus from the 
spleen of the bull, and the dog died in less than twenty- 
four hours. A post-mortem examination showed anthrax 


“Contagious character, He described the germ, its history 


bacilli in abundance.—North British Agricultwrist, 
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EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


VETERINARY SURGEONS AND THE TREAT- 
MENT OF CANKER. 
CHARGE OF CRUELTY. 


At Wilmslow Police-court, January 15th, 1895, an 
extraordinary case of alleged cruelty was heard, in which 
William Boscoe, farmer, of Mobberley, was charged with 
travelling a horse whilst in an unfit state at Wilmslow, 
on the 24th November last ; and Samuel Lomas, V.S., 
Wilmslow, was charged with aiding and abetting him. 
Mr. R. Brown, of Stockport, prosecuted for the Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, and Mr. W. 
Cobbett, Manchester, defended. Mr. Brown said there 
was no doubt the animal in question had suffered great 
pain. It had suffered from canker, and on ‘the day 
mentioned it was travelled to the veterinary surgeon at 
Wilmslow. At that time its foot was in such a state of 
rottenness that, on returning home, its hvof dropped off. 
If the facts were proved, it did not require any expert to 
say that the animal ought to have been treated at its 
own home. Mr. Lomas knew that the horse was suffer- 
ing, and he had admitted telling the man to bring it to 
him. He (Mr. Brown) had to urge that the opinion of 
a veterinary surgeon relieved no man of the moral and 
legal responsibility of dealing with dumb creatures, and 
a veterinary surgeon had no right to use his profession 
for the purpose of causing unnecessary pain to animals. 

Charles Szarbinowski, V.S., of Manchester, said on Jan. 
9th he examined the hoof, and he noticed that the wall 
was ina very malformed shape and that the sole had been 
cut away, and that the wall itself had been cut away from 
the heel. The remaining portion of the wal] was in a 
diseased conditiou. He should say that the travelling of 
the horse week by week with its footin the state it was 
would be very hard for the horse, independent of any 
canker. Canker in the foot was a disease well known 
to veterinary surgeons, which they treated with the idea 
of curing. The method of cure employed was to pare 
away the diseased hoof, and there had been cases in 
which the hoof had been altogether removed and a new 
hoof allowed to grow. It was not a fact that if a horse 
which was being cured of canker was to get well he must 
be worked. 

Mr. Cobbett then quoted several authorities, which 
witness said were standard writers in veterinary matters, 
and in which it was stated that bad cases of canker, 
after the first few days, were best at work. Witness did 
not think that as a general rule it was right to work a 
horse that was suffering from canker. ° 

Professor Pritchard, of London, Fellow of the Royal 
College, said he had examined what remained of the 
hoof, and he had come to the conclusiou that such an 
amount of disease had gone on in connection with the 
foot, and the connection between the hoof and foot was 
so incomplete that the leverage of the loose shoe had 
led to the foot coming off. [f the part of the foot which 
remained had been in a healthy condition, the foot 
would never have come off. He had never seen a case of 
canker cured. It was better to exercise a horse in the 
early stages, but in a bad case like this it was cruelty to 
travel. 

Further expert evidence was given by Messrs. Jno. 
Roalfe Cox and Stafford Jackson. 

Mr. Cobbett for the defence, said his definition of 
cruelty was the intentional infliction of pain without 
sufficient cause to justify it, or infliction of pain by 
carelessness. Now, was this so in this case? Was there 
carelessness on the part of the owner? He (Mr. 
Cobbett) could not un d how he could be charged, 


for he had gone to a veterinary surgeon for treatment, 


and had simply acted on the advice of Mr. Lomas. Mr, ~ 


Lomas had acted in this cise according to his experience 
of such cases. Was he to be found guilty of cruelty 
that day if that was really so? He had had the horse 
under treatment previously, and he was doing the best 
he could for it. What he had done in regard to this 
particular horse could not be said to be infliction of 
pain without just cause. [f a man co umitted an error 
of judgment the Legislature never intended that he 
should be punished. 

Samuel Lomas, M.R.C.V.S., of W.luslow, said he had 
had 23 years experience as a veterinary surgeon. Mr. 
Boscve first called him in to see the horse on July J 1th. 
On examination he found it suffering from canker in the 
off hind foot. Witness had treated it for this canker 
from that time till the day it was killed, sometimes 
going to Boscoe’s farm, and sometimes having the horse 
brought to Wilmslow. The horse came to Wilmslow 
five times, the first time being on September 19th. He 
had had to deal with several cases of canker before, and 
he had treated a worse case than the one before them, 
and cured it. When he tvok the case in hand he had 
reasonable ground for thinking he could cure the horse, 
When the horse came to the smithy at Wilmslow on 
Nov. 24th he attended tv» it himself. He pared the 
hoof and took off a piece of the toe fully an inch wide. 
Then the shoe was warmed and fitted ou to the foot and 
nailed with six strong nails. The horse was not bleeding 
when it left the smithy. He thought that when a horse 
was suffering from canker it should be exercised, and he 
had ordered it to be exercised. In exercising the horse 
it brought pressure ou the foot, which was esseutial to 
the cure of the disease. 4 

Wm. Boscvse, of Damhead Farm, Mobberley, stated 
the horse became the property of the executors of his 
father some 18 months ago. It was then a good sound 
horse. It was suffering with canker about three weeks 
before Mr. Lomas was sent for. He had worked the 
horse until August, after which it had done nothing. 
Since he had been to Mr. Lomas he had carried out his 
advice. He had exercised it every day 1n the field. ‘I'he 
horse’s age was nearly seven years. When he brvught 
the horse to Wilmslow he travelled well, and on Nov. 
24th he travelled better than at any other time. The 
horse did not stand anywhere all the way bick. When 
he reached Hamer's the horse stumbled, and lovkiug 
down witness saw that the hvof was off. He then tuvk 
the horse into the field aud had it shot. 

James Daly said he was Boscve’s driver. The horse 
was not worked after the middle of harvest. After it 
was stopped working it was exercised for 40 minutes or 
an hour every day. 

Mr. T. Hopkin, Mauchester, said he had had 23 years 
experience. Cases of canker were a common experience 
in town, especially in the case of heavy horses. He 
thought Professor Pritchard must almost be alone in 
the vpinion that canker was incurable. There were 
scores of cases of canker which had been cured. He 
himself had treated canker and cured it. It was 
necessary to remove all diseased horn and to lay the 
thing bare, and the new horn could be grown in its 
place. He should think’ that the case vefore them had 
been a bad case of canker, but he thought that any 
veterinary surgeon might have undertaken the care of 
the foot. In his judgement Mr. Lomas had followed the 
usual treatmeut for canker when treating the horse 
in question. In the case of canker the horse must Dé 
exercised. 

By Mr. Brown: He thought that Mr. Lomas was 
perfectly justified in having the horse brought to Wilm- 
slow, considering the fact that the case was progressilg 
so well, and that it had been treated for three mouths. 

Mr. Faulkner, another Manchester veterinary 5!” 
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geon, said that Mr. Lomas’s treatment was proper and 
justifiable. 

Mr. W. Taylor, V.S., of Manchester, had cured several 
bad cases of canker. 

At the close of the case, which lasted five hours, the 
bench retired. After an absence of nearly an hour 
they returned, and the Chairman (Mr. E. H. Greg) said 
there was such a divergence of opinion amongst the 
justices that they had agreed to dismiss the case. (Ap- 
plause.) 

THE PROPOSED UNION OF VETERINARY 


COLLEGES. 


A motion has been made in the Edinburgh Town 
Council by Messrs. Hay and Mitchell Thomson to remit 
to the Lord Provost’s Committee to consider the advisa- 
bility of effecting a union of the two veterinary colleges 
in the city—the Dick College in Clyde Street, and the 
New College in Elm Row. The proposal, whether any- 
thing definite comes of it or not, is one of considerable 
importance, affecting as it does the educational interests 
of an important profession. To those interested in the 
advancement of veterinary teaching in Edinburgh, and 
who would like to see one strong, effective college, the 
proposal has given much satisfaction, and a strong 
desire is expressed to see it accomplished. The advan- 
tages, it is pointed out, are very considerable. At pre- 
sent the two colleges in Edinburgh have each a full 
teaching staff at work, while the number of students in 
attendance at both colleges could quite easily be taught 
by the staft of one of the colleges. Time was when 
large numbers of veterinary students came annually to 
Edinburgh. Forces, however, have been and are at 
work which have effected a radical reduction in the 
numbers. The prelimivary examination has been made 
much more difficult, with the result that fewer candidates 
get through. The curriculum has also been extended by 
one session to four complete sessions, which has also 
operated adversely. But probably a more important 
factor in reducing the number of students than any of 
these is the proposed establishment of an Irish veterin- 
ary college. Hitherto students from Ireland have formed 
the large majority at one of the colleges. With the 
establishment of a college in Ireland, it is safe to assume 
that the Irishmen will go in for Home Rule in this 
department, and not come to Scotland for what they 
can get at home. It is pointed out by those who advo- 
cate amalgamation that the present is a most opportune 
time for considering the question. Owing to the death 
of Principal Walley, there must necessarily be a re- 
arrangement of the work of the Dick College, and there 
cannot be the same amount of professional prejudice as 
tothe priority of the heads of the respective institutions. 
This, taken with what has been stated as to the probable 
future decrease of students, is a favourable element in 
the consideration of the matter. It seems in some 
quarters to be assumed that the chief opposition to the 
proposal would come from the Dick College, but the 
Town Council, if they are convinced that the union 
would be for the ultimate benefit of the science, would 
not be inclined to allow this to stand in the way. Of 
course, if there were a union, the buildings of one or 
— of the colleges would have to be disposed of, as 
ae 9" we not be required. But here, again, it is poin- 
ba ut that this need not be any obstacle, as the build- 
sone a Street are not very convenient for the 
college, being much too confined. There is 

uirmary ’’ ou the premises, and this is a decided 
ya vantage. The buildings of the New College at Elm 

are constructed according to be latest and most ap- 


proved sanitary and other principles, with “ infirmary ’” 


attached. They are also open and cannot be obstructed 
auy more than they are at present. One argument in 
counection with the union, which seems tv have con- 
siderable force, is that were this to take place money 
might be granted for the prosecution of original research. 
At present, this has to be done almost entirely by the 
professors themselves. It is not to be expected that a 
question of this importance can be settled right off, there 
being various conflicting interests which will require 
both time and tact to harmonise. All the same, how- 
ever, the difficulties are not insuperable, but are such as 
may be vverceme by a body like the Corporation of 
Edinburgh.—Edinburgh Evening News. 


AUSTRALIAN HORSES. 


In a recent lecture on the “Power of Mounted 
Troops,” delivered at Sydney, Major-Gen. Hutton said : 
“It is a fact, I fear, only too patent to any careful 
observer that the Australian horse is gradually deterio- 
rating in bove, sinew, and therefore in staying power— 
in all those qualities which go to make a horse valuable 
for military purposes, and, I might add, for domestic 
purposes also. Itis a subject which should engross the 
earnest attention of everyone intereste] in the future of 
this colony, viz., to consider what means should be taken 
to arrest the tendency to breed light, narrow, thorough- 
bred horses capable of nothing more useful than to win a 
six-furlong race. It is further a matter which deserves 
earnest thought as to whether the capabilities of soil, of 
climate, and economic facilities possessed by Australia to 
breed horses have vot been overlooked, and whether a 
great trade in horses, especially for military purposes, 
might not be developed in Europe with the most im- 
portant results to the whule continent of Australia, and 
to New South Wales in particular. There are four 
descriptions of horses required for military purposes, 
namely :—(1) the heavy cavalry horse of bone, quality 
aud power, 160 hands; (2) the light cavalry horse of 
gvod body and good quality, 15:2 hands ; (3) the artillery 
horse of power aud activity, 15:2 to 160 hands; (4) 
the transport horse of bone and power, 15:2 hands. 
The medium class, or light cavalry horse, may be estim- 
ated as representing to a European military power £75 
as a five year-old, or at the commencement of its military 
life. It may be calculated that 30,780 horses of all kinds 
are yearly required by the armies of Great Britain, 
France, Germany, and Autria—viz., France, 14,100: 
Germany, 9370; Austria, 5840 ; Great Britain (exclusive 
of India), 1470. This enormous number is with extreme 
difficulty supplied even in times of peace; with the 
strain of war the demand for horses would be prodigious. 
The importance of developing a trade in horses uow in 
times of peace, with the prospect of increased demand in 
time of war, I leave to some more able pen than mine to 
show. | have ouly endeavoured to indicate the pussi- 
bilities of a source of wealth which my experience in 
remount questions in other parts of the worid has put me 
in a pesition to realise.” 


A Patient for M. Pasteur. 


Mr. J. Hutchinson, horse-dealer, at Horsforth, near 
Leeds, who was bitten by a mad pony a weak ago, pro- 
ceeded on the 16th inst. to the Pasteur Institute, Paris, 
for treatment. A veterinary surgeon who has made a 
post-mortem examination of the pony expresses the 
opinion that its death was due to rabies. The pony, 
it is believed, had been attacked by a mad dog.--Morning 


| Post. 
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THE SERUM TREATMENT. 


A French correspondent writes :—“ A visit to the three 
stables where the horses which have been purchased 
for providing the serum which, it is hoped, will be an 
effective remedy for croup and diphtheria cannot fail to 
interest any of your readers who may be in Paris. 
There are now 136 horses in the three, and it is con- 
sidered by Dr. Roux, the inventor of the treatment, that 
150 will suffice to furnish the amount of vaccinating 
matter for the whole of France. Of the 136 horses 
already purchased, 15 are in the stables of the Veter- 
inary College at Alfort, under the supervision of M. 
Nocard, and, thanks to the liberality of the College, 
their keep will not cost more than £40 a year. There 
are 42 in the stables of what used to be slaughterhouses 
at Grenelle, half of which are kept exclusively for the 
hospitals and the poor of Paris, the Municipality having 
granted asum of £800 for that purpose, while the 79 
others are in the stables at Vinneneuve |’ Etang, belong- 
ing to the State, under the care of a veterinarian, a stud 
groom, and nine stablemen. The horses are bled once 
in three weeks, nearly a gallon and a half of blood being 
taken from them at each operation, which is not in the 
slightest degree painful, the animals, as a rule, continu- 
ing to feed while the blood is being drawn off. After 
this has been done, they are inoculated with the diph- 
theric virus, and fed up to be ready fur a fresh bleeding ; 
aud itis estimated that the serum obtained from the 
blood will be sufficient to cure or to preserve from croup 
150 children. One or two horses which were used for 
making the experiments which have led up to. this 
wonderful discovery, that is to say, for the last three 
years, are still thriving, and among the more recent 
‘subjects’ are several thoroughbreds and valuable car- 
riage horses and hacks, which their owners have sent as 
their subscriptions to the fund which has been raised for 
providing Dr. Roux and his assistants with the means 
for contiauing their work.”—Live Stock Journal. 


The Rumour as to the Board of Agriculture. 


Major Tennant is reported to have been appointed 
head cf the veterinary department of the Board of 
Agriculture, and it is patent that, if this is the case, the 
step will evoke considerable opposition. The present 
Government has been singularly unfortunate in appoint 
ments of this kind, and has disappointed the classes 
mainly affected by them. On this report which has been 
widely circulated, the veterinary surgeons are up in 
arms. Various M.P.’s have already received communi- 
cations from constituents, and, should the rumour prove 
founded, an attempt will probably be made to have the 
appointment resciuded. Doubtless the matter will be 
hard to bring before the House of Commons in any 
definite shope, but much determination is shown by 
those chiefly interested. It may be that Major Tennant 
is admirably qualified for the post, but the veterinary 
surgeons are not of thie opinion.— Manchester Courier. 


The Veterinary Record mentions a rumour to the 
effect that a layman is to be appointed Director of the 
Veterinary Department of the Board of Agriculture, now 
vacant. We siucerely hope that no such appointment 
has been so much as suggested by anyone. The recent 
contest with the Canadiau Government and the Foreign 
Office made it glaringly plain that the head of this 
Department must be not only a strong man, but a man 
of high scientific status ; for many influences may con- 
apire to force his hand.— Yorkshire Post, 


For some time past agriculturists who feel strongly 


the necessity of keeping up the efficiency of the Veteri- 
nary Department of the Board of Agriculture have been 
disquieted by a rumour to the effect that the post of 
Director to that Department, till recently filled by Pro- 
fessor Brown, was likely to be given to a“ layman.” It 
is to be hoped that no such improper appointment is 
sontemplated by Mr. Herbert Gardner. A Department 
so purely technical as the one in question should surely 
be directed by an experienced veterinary officer. The 
excellent work done by the Department under Professor 
Brown’s management is well known, and now that he 
has retired, the senior of the two Veterinary Officers who 
have so ably assisted him for 16 years has a fair claim to 
succeed him. Not only would it be an undeserved slight 
to these capable veterinary surgeous to pass over their 
-heads a man who has no pretence to a knowledge of 
veterinary science; but such an appointment would 
destroy the confidence which stock-owners have lung felt 
in the administration of the Department.—The Standard. 


— 


INOCULATION UNDER THE VIVISECTION ACT. 


When the Vivisection Act was passed in 1876, there 
can be no doubt that the framers of it did not contem- 
plate experiments of so trivial a character as simple 
inoculation. Nevertheless, those who have been ad- 
vancing medical and scientific knowledge by means 
(among other methods) of inoculations have voluntarily 
sought the protection of the Act in order that they 
might be free from any petty annoyance on the part of 
fanatics who are opposed to all experiments Ai living 
animals Those who have to administer the Act have 
naturally interpreted it in the way which was safest for 
themselves and the licensees : and, accordiugly, all who 
wished for license and certificates for inoculations, and 
who were furnished with the necessary legal credentials, 
have met with no opposition on the part of the author- 
ities. 

The inoculation experiments have steadily increased 
in numbers, and a reference to the Inspector’s report 
for 1893 shows that they c nstitnted more than 57 per 
cent. of the whole. 

Now the act of inoculation is practically painless, but 
under the Vivisection Act no experiment may be per- 
formed without aneesthetics, except under the protection 
of a special certificate—Certificate A—which must state 
“that insensibility cannnot be produced without neces- 
sarily frustrating the objects of such experiments.” 
Such a declaration in respect of the simple process 
inoculation is unnecessary, and a technical adherence to 
the letter of the Certificate would subject the guinea-pig 
to the additional annoyance of chloroform. The majority 
of the inoculations have been performed under Certifi- 
cate A. The terms of this certificate may, we think, be 
taken as proof positive that, as we have stated, the 
framers of the Vivisection Act did not contemplate 
inoculation as coming under it. 

To regard inoculations as coming under the Act has 4 
further disadvantage, which is beginning to be rather 
acutely felt, and is not unlikely to prove a vexatious 
hindrance to the advance of knowledge. The Act (Clause 
3, Section 5) provides that no experiment shall be per- 
formed “as an illustration of lectures,’ except under 
special certificate (Certificate C), to which the condition 
is attached that the animal must be anssthetised. Al- 
though, therefore it may be legal, under a certificate 
inaccurately worded, to inoculate a guinea-pig in a labor- 
atory without an anesthetic, under no circumstauces ca? 
this be done publicly without subjecting the guinea-plg 
to the administration of chloroform in addition to the 
prick of the hypodermic needle, 


& 


a 
r 
W 
Pp 
b 
w 
Ww 
18 
li 


| 
| | | 
| 
| 
| 
q 
| 
a 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
4 | 
q 
| B 
H 
| pe 
| ca: 
mi 
| 
on 
wil 
Ro 
der 
anc 
ear 
pu 
to, 
| 
| vet 


by the House of Commons; but it is evident that this 


Fanuary 26, 1895 


1HE VETERINARY 


RECORD 413 


Whether or no the guinea-pig which has been publicly 
pricked under chloroform is to be killed before recovery 
seems a moot point. and depends upon the view taken as 
to the likelihood or otherwise of the continuance of the 

. The Vivisection Act was framed for the protection 
of animals from experiments “ calculated to give pain,” 
and it depends upon the view taken of inoculations as to 
whether or no they come under the Act. 

That the simple prick of a hypodermic needle is the 
kind of pain which the framers of the Act had in view, 
few would be found to contend, and the only reason for 
placing these experiments under the Act is the fact that 
theoretically the process of inoculation subjects the 
animal to the subsequent annoyance of disease. This 
undoubtedly is theoretically true, notwithstanding the 
fact that inoculated animals never afford any evidence of 

in whatever. It is certain that the thousands of 
animals which have been infected with tubercle by means 
of inoculation or feeding have suffered no pain whatever, 
and it would be impossible to prove that animals infected 
with the more acute febrile conditions have suffered pain. 

Some of the inoculative processes have already escaped 
from the Act. Animals are being frequextly injected 
with mallein or tuberculin, for the purpose of diagnosing 
glanders or tuberculosis, without any reference to the 
Viviseetion Act, and in the same way calves are being 
inoculated for the production of calf lymph. 

When the Council of the British Institute of Preven- 
tive Medicine commenced the preparation of diphtheria 
antitoxin, they sensibly determined that the process, 
“not being an experiment ” and not “ calculated to give 
pain,” did not come within the Act--a view which has 
been practically adopted by the law officers of the Crown 
to whom the case was submitted for opinion. 

The question arises as to whether the majority (if not 
all) of the inoculation experiments can reasonably be 
regarded as experiments “calculated to give pain,” and 
whether the time has not arrived{for putting a reasonable 
interpretation upon the Act, and incurring the risk of a 
prosecution. 

The only alternative would be to get the Act amended 


would be a task which no Minister or private member 
would care to undertake in the present state of public 
opinion. On the whole we think that a little boldness 
is the best course to pursne, and the one which is must 
likely to be successful. —The British Medical Journal. 


A DOG-CROPPING CASE. 


At Worship Street Police Court on Monday, before Mr. 
Bushby, Henry Cooper, dog fancier, of Pritchard’s Road, 
Hackney, Robert Carling and Mary Carling, his wife, ap- 
peared in answer to adjourned summonses charging them 
with cruelly ill-treating and torturing a certain dog, and 
causing or procuring the same to be tortured and ill- 
treated. 

Mr. Colam appeared for the prosecution ; Mr. Patrick 
Lynch defended. 

The facts have been partially before the Court, and it 
may be remembered that the question involved was as 
to the cruelty of cropping dogs’ ears. The evidence given 
on the last occasion was by a man named Bilsum, who 
witnessed the cropping of a dog's ears by the defendant 
Robert Carling, the woman holding the dog. The evi- 
dence described in detail the cruelty of the operation 
and the sufferiug of the dog, not only the lappets of the 
ears being cut, but the burr or root of the ear gouged or 
punched out, the object of the latter being, it was said, 
to give the dog a sharper appearance. 


the Veterinary College He deposed to going with 
Bilsom to the Radical Club, Kaye Street, Bethnal 
Green, and there seeing the dog which Bilsom identified, 
and was produced by Cooper, who, it was proved on a 
previous occasion, was the owner of the dog. The wit- 
ness corroborated Bilsum as to the appearance of the 
dog, and deposed to a conversation with Cooper as to 
what had been done, the dog having escaped during the 
operation. 

The witness was cross examined as to the practice of 
cropping the dogs’ ears. He said he knew it was fre- 
quently done. It was usual to crop the ears of bull- 
dogs and bull terriers. It was also the practice to cut 
the ears of dogs hunting with packs—foxhounds and the 
like—but not to the extent that the dog in question had 
been cut. The ears of pack-hounds were usually 
“ rounded,” becanse of going through hedges and bushes, 
when the ears would be torn. similarly bull-terriers’ 
ears were cut to prevent injury by their fighting. The 
witness admitted that those dogs were of a combative 
nature, but was disinclined to admit that they went for 
ove another’s ears, but rather that it was the “fancy” 
to have them cut. He said the dog in question was not 
a bull-terrier, but a cross bred bull and Irish. 

Mr, Colam put in the rules of the Kennel Club, which 
said that no Irish terrier was henceforth to be eligible 
for a prize at any show if cropped. 

In the course of a lengthy argument us to the bearing 
of the rule on this case Mr. Bushby said it was important 
to ascertain whether the cropping had been done in 
accordance with rules for shows or otherwise. If in 
accord, it would go far to palliate the offence. 

Professor Pritchard, late presideut of the Royal 
Veterinary College, residing at Regent’s Pa'k Road, was 
called by the prosecution to speak as to the extreme 
cruelty of the operation of cropping, and said that no 
part of the skin of the animal’s body was more sensitive 
than the skin of the ear. In the course of the witness’s 
examination, it transpired that the dog which was the 
subject of the proceedings was in court, and was ordered 
to be produced. Mr. Pritchard, having examined it, 
agreed that, not only were the ears cropped, but that 
portions of the root of the ear had been removed. Such 
operatious, he said, were extremely cruel, and the animal 
must have suffered great pain. 

A lengthy cross-examination resulted, the witness, in 
reply to questions, saying that he was against the inter- 
ference with dogs in any shape or form. He was also 
against the “docking” of horses, the dishorning of 
cattle, and generally the operations which were 1 esorted 
to with animals. He did not know whether the practice 
was resorted to to enable dogs to be fought—hoping that 
dog fighting was dying out altogether—but denied that 
it was necessary, or anything but injurious. While 
admitting that with some packs of hounds the practice 
of “rounding” prevailed, he asserted that there were 
many where it was vot allowed—Lord Fftzwilliam and 
the Duke Beaufort, he believed, having abolished it. 

Mr. Roalfe Cox, examiner Royal Veterinary College, 
gave similar evidence. 

Other evidence was given for the prosecution. 

Mr. Lynch addressed ithe magistrate for the defence 
not denying the act of the Carlings, or the fact that 
Cooper, as the owner of the dog, had procured it to be 
done, but submitting that it was done in accordance with 
a custom which had long since obtained on the ground 
that it was an improvement to the dog, as enhancing its 
value to its master, and as protecting it from future and 
repeated injury. It was denied that the dog was an Irish 
terrier, but was of the bull breed, and of the kind that 
would fight. The rules of the Kennel Club, he said, were 
in his favour with that class of dog, as a bull terrier un- 
cropped was not recognised at shows. 


This evidence was now continued by Mr. Moore, 
veterinary surgeon of Putuey, a registered member of 


Counsel then called for the production of two dogs of 
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the white bull terrier kind to illustrate his argument, 
and one cropped and the other uncropped were brought 
int» court. 

Mr. Vero Shaw was then called,and said he was a 
journalist and the writer of “‘ Cassell’s Book of the Dog.” 
He had kept dogs all his life, had at one time 80 of the 
bull terrier kind, and had take. more prizes at shows 
than any other man in England. He did not, however, 
show now, since, having engaged iv journalism, he could 
not fairly exhibit and write about other people’s dogs 
whilst acting as judge at shows. It was, he said, im- 
possible to keep bull terriers without having their ears 
cut, as other dogs would injure them, and the cutting 
increased the value of the animal. The two dogs in 
front of him, he said, were of the same kind, but whilst 
the cropped one was a well known dog that had won 
many prizes, the other not cropped was not worth 5s. 

The cropped animal was, he said, the best of its class 
in England, but when explaining to the magistrate its 
points the witness admitted that though cut, and with 
the object of setting off its head, it was a fault that its 
head was too narrow. He would not say that the only 
object of cropping was because dogs of the class were 
kept for fighting, but asserted that it was necessary for 
the dog itself. 

Mr. William Sprague, editor of The Licensed Victual- 
lers’ Gazette, said he had kept dogs for the last 20 years, 
and acted as judge at many shows. The dog the subject 
of this charge he described a red bullterrier. The white 
were more common in London, but in Hanley and the 
North the red were as common as possible. The white 
were invariably cropped, and he had never seen but two 
or three not cropped. In his opinion it was dangerous 
to the animals themselves to go unercpped. 

Crosg-examined he said that he was not aware the red 
bull terriers were kept for fighting in the Potteries. 

Mr. Bushby elicited from the witness that the only 
dog not eligible in shows when cropped was the: Irish 
terrier. Even the little black and tan was frequently 
cropped. 

Mr. Skelton, M.R.V.C., said that it was a necessity. to 
have the ears of bull terriers cut. 

Mr. Thorburn, M.R.C.V.S., of Blackpool, Lancashire, 
agreed, and added that the cutting of the root of a dog’s 
ears caused it no more pain after the cutting of the 
lappel. 

Mr. Bushby thought that was a startling theory, to be 
convinced of which he would want a good deal more 
evidence. 

The witness explained that the sensitiveness of ihe 
ear originated with the seventh nerve. The first cutting 
of the ear destroyed that nerve entirely, and though 
fragments remained in other parts of the ear he main- 
tained that successive cuts or the removal of parts of the 

root caused no fresh pain. nt 

Mr. Bushby said he must discredit such a doctrine, 
and Mr. Lynch admitted that he did not rest his case 
upon the point. 

After a great deal of other evidence, Mr. Berry, judge 
at the Birmingham Dog Show, being one of the wit- 
nesses called for the defence. 

Mr. Bushby said he would read the whole notes of the 
case aud take time to consider his judgment.—Morning 
Advertiser. 


Tuberculosis. 


At a recent meeting of the Highland and Agricultural 
Society a letter was submitted from the Board of Agricul- 
ture stating that the report of the first Commission on 
Tuberculosis would not be issued until the second com- 
mission had finished its inquiry. 

It is difficult to understand why this delay is per- 
petrated but it seems to be a deliberate and systematic 


policy. 


CASTRATION FOR PROSTATIC HYPERTROP®GY. 


Writing to The British Medical Journal Dr. G. Buck- 
ston Browne says: “The trouble which an enlarged 
prostate sometimes causes an elderly man is so great 
that all surgeons are keenly on the look out for addi- 
tional methods of treatment. Two years ago most of 
us believed, as Sir Benjamin Brodie wrote in 1849, that 
‘the prostate gland of a man advanced in life cannot be 
rendered like that of a young mau, any more than his 
grey hair can be converted into black.’ During these 
two years, however, owing to the initiative of Professor 
William White, of Philadelphia, there has been much 
speculation upon the results of castration where the 
prostate is enlarged, and for very obvious reasons there 
has been but little actual experiment. As far as I can 
learn, there have been thirteen cases published, and in 
all the result is said to have been satisfactory ; the pro- 
states at once diminished in size, and the bladders re- 
sumed their normal functions. This complete success 
leaves the mind of the student somewhat unsettled when 
he reflects upon the various forms assumed by prostatic 
hypertrophy, the very different vesical states induced, 
and the constantly changing condition of the prostate 
itself, even when hypertrophied. [t is not every surgeon 
who can obtain cases willing to be subjected to a novel 
proceeding, and as an anxious inquirer | venture to beg 
all those who have put the operation of castration in 
postatic hypertrophy to the test to lose no time in plac- 
ing their results upon record, be they what they may. It 
is now six months since Mr. Mansell Moullin performed 
the first operation of the kind in this country/ I am 
sure that there are many like myself who would be 
grateful if he would report fully upon the present 
general, meutal, and vesical condition of his patient. 


HORSE CASE. 
v. Lorp 


In the Court of Queen’s Bench the case has concluded 
of “ Holloway v. Lord Cantelupe. This was a garnishee 
issue, directed to be tried by an order of Master Mac- 
donell, dated May 28th, 1894. The plaintift had re- 
covered judgment against Mr. John Pallister for a debt 
of £275, aud now sought to recover £180, which he 
alleged was due from Viscount Cantelupe to Mr. Pallis- 
ter. Payment was contested by his lordship on the 
ground that a horse for which the money was to be paid 
was utterly worthless as a hunter, and had been re- 
turned as agreed. After hearing evidence, Mr. Justice 
Charles, in the course of a lengthly judgment, said that, 
although there were a number of circumstances that were 
very peculiar, yet he had been able to arrive at what he 
thought was a satisfactory solution. The evidence of 
Lord Cantelupe and ‘Mr. Hardwicke, which was not con- 
tradicted, satisfied him that the real bargain made was 
that Lord Cantelupe agreed to buy the horse which had 
brought about all this litigation, but if the animal turned 
out unsuitable for hunting purposes he was to be entitled 
to return it, and, further, that he stated at the time that 
he would be unable to try the horse until his retura 
from Scotland in the October following, which was 
assented to. It was clear that the horse, when tried by 
Lord Cantelupe, was quite uafit for hunting, aud was 
then suffering from acute laminitis, and that Lord 
Cantelupe was quite within his right in sending the 
horse back. There would, therefore, be judgment for 
Lord Cantelupe on this issue, with costs. 
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Consumption of Horse Flesh in Paris. 


Horses supply their contingent to the food supply of 
Prris, for while we read that the covsumption of the 
French capital for 1893 comprised 160,500 tons of beef, 
mutton, and veal, 27,600 tons of pork, 30,000 tons of fish, 
22,500 tons of ponltry and game, 14,000 tons of oggs, and 
10,000 tons of butter, the number of horses slaughtered 
was 22,618 this being inclusiue of 245 donkeys and 51 
mules. Out of this large total, 1058 were rejected by the 
inspectors as unfit for food, but the 21,560 others yielded 
a weight of 4703 tons, the average weight of each horse 
and mule being 4 cwt., and of each donkey 1 cwt., About 
a third of the meat was sold at 185 shops where only 
horseflesh is offered, the remainder heiug used for making 
sausages, prices ranging from a franc per pound for the 
best to a fifth of that sum. ; 


** Racing,” Intelligence. 


From an illustrated sporting paper we take the follow - 
ing which is related quite seriously, Possibly surgery to 
the raciug man presents some special mystery. What- 
ever the cause, the fact remains that for igaorance and 
credulity concerning medicine or surgery the racing man 
is supreme :— 

“ When a yearling, Ingram, while racing round the 
paddock, collided with another youngster, and the cou- 
cussion was so great that both struck a tree, the other 
one being killed on the spot. For some time afterwards 
Ingram was lame, but this had almost disappeared when 
he was sent to Manton. 

Upcn reaching home again, however, the colt limped in 
a very pronounced manner. He was then examiued by 
the late Mr. Hutton, at that time in the zenith of his 
fame as a bone-setter, and it was found that une of the 
unfortunate animal’s shoulders was out of place. 

In due course this was put in, and once again he went 
to Alec Taylor’s. There was but little trouble with him 
on this occasion, and, in 1889, Ingram was returned as 
the winuer of the Goodwood Stakes.”’ 


Personal. 

Mr. W. H. Huntine, M.R.C.V.S.,has arrived at Perak, in 
the Straits Settlements, to take up his duties as veteri- 
nary Surgeon under the Colonial Office. The appoint- 
ment is for three years. 


Mr. Jous W. M’Inrosu, M.R.C.V.S., delivered the 
first of a course of lectures on veterinary science, under 
the auspices of the stewartry County Council, in the 
Town Hall, Dalry, last week. There was a large attend- 
ance, comprising the leading farmers of the district and 
others interested iu the subject. 


‘ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


Veterinary-Lieut. E. P. J. Barry is transferred from 
Aldershot to Woolwich, and Veterinary-Lieut. W. E. 
Russell from Aldershot to Canterbury. 


ti Vet.- Major R. Poyser, who was warned for embarka- 
te for India, has arranged an exchange, in anticipation 
: his promotion to veterinary-lieutenant-colonel, with 
Col. H. Thomson, Inspecting Veterinary 
. cer, Eastern Circle, Bengal, and will probably assume 
charge of his office and duties early in February uext.— 
Army and Navy Gazette. " 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE TREATMENT OF SPRAINS BY PRESSURE. 


Sir 

Ina recent issue of The Record a communication ap- 
peared in which the right of priority for the treatment 
of sprains by pressure was claimed by Captain Hayes. 

I should be content to allow the matter to rest there, 
but for the fact that my name is somewhat identified 
with this method of treatment, and my silence might be 
accepted as evidence of having appropriated Capt. Hayes’ 
ideas without acknowledgment. 

Atameeting of the Southern Counties Veterinary 
Association, held in London on 30th September, 1887, 
(twelve months before the pu: lication of Capt. Hayes’ 
article) | gave an address ov “ The rational treatment of 
some diseases of the limhs”’ (vide Veterinary Journal, 
April, 1888), and for the first time, I believe, the question 
of the treatment of sprains by pressure was brought be- 
fore the notice of the profession.— Yours faithfully, 

Frep. 

Aldershot, 23rd January, 1895. 


CARBULIC ACID AND ABORTION, 


There has been some attention given recently in 
agricultural papers to the preveution of abortion in 
animals by the internal use of carbolic acid. Having 
the charge of some brood mares, three of which aborted, 
| decided to give this method atrial. The carbolic acid 
was mixed with the amount of water necessary to moisten 
the dry ingredieuts of the mash, measuring out to each 
avimal 1 drachm of the acid. This was given three 
times a week to the mares in foal (which were going 
outside) and after getting five doses other two aborted at 
same time, although every precaution was taken to stop 
infection by separating those which had aburted, etc. 
So that this treatment either does not do in all cases or 
requires a more lengthened period to test it. As abortion 
does not always assume a contagious character, perhaps 
some of the supporters of this treatment had the non- 
contagious form to deal with. 

In the cases stated, 1 noticed that the time between 
the dates of abortion was from ten to twenty-one days. 
The mares were in different fields, there being one or 
more fields separating each lot. Perhaps some of your 
readers have tried this or other methuds of pre- 
vention, if so, perhaps they will favour us by stating the 
results ; also how long the infection lasts about the 
premises /—! am, yours truly, 


BOARD OF AGRICULTURE. 


Sir, 

1 quite agree with the remarks of “ Inspector” and 
Mr. Worsley in your last issue, and also with those of 
yours in your editorial. But why should we allow the 
bread to be taken from the members of the profession 
by these gentlemen who graduated in the hulk of a 
man-o’-war, or who left the courts without a brief? Is 
there not a man in ovr profession who has the courage 
to stand up and face this most scandalous state of affairs ? 
No there is not, the truth must be told, and in the past 
each and almost every member was afraid to say a word 
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against those members of the profession who had the 
giving of appointments for fear they might be deprived 
at the time, or in the future, of a position. And so the 
truckling went on, each one feeling galled to the core 
over the scandalous appointments that were made four 
years ago with the approval, help, and sanction, of some 
of the luminaries in the profession. Now, why should 
we, the ordinary members be bound, except by honour, 
to agitate against the “ thick of the wedge” being driven 
home when Major Teunant is tu take charge. When 
those veterinarians who were covuected with the Board 
did not object to the “thin edge” being got in the 
shape of the travelling inspectors four years ago; and 
thereby depriving many worthy men of appointments. 
The effect of these appointments is to damp the ardour 
of ali the veterinary inspectors, for they know that no 
matter how well they may discharge their duties, unless 
they serve in a man-o’-war or the militia they can never 
aspire to the dignity of travelling inspectors. If the 
R.C.V.S. of worthy fame for looking after the interests 
of the Farriers’ Company, etc., would turn its attention 
to some of its own interests it would be much better. 
Let it. once sound the note of independence for its 
members, and then we shall tackle all these injustices 
and have them remedied at once.—Yours faithfully, 
ANOTHER INSPECTOR. 


Communications, Books anp Papers RECEIVED : —Capt. 
F. Smith, Messrs. C. H. Sweetapple, W. Burt, F. Hobday, 
W. J. Moran, W. Watts, W.S. Lamont, A. L. Butters, 
Spencer Bailey, ‘‘ Another Inspector,” ‘‘ Dubitant.” 
The Cheshire Evening Echo, The Edinburgh Evening News. 


Veterinary Societies —Addresses. 
Alterations for this list must be duly nctified by the Secretaries. 


Bomuay V.M.A. 

Pres: Capt. Jas. Mills, m.n.c.v.s. 

Vice-Pres: Messrs. N. D. Dhakmarwalla, Esq., G.B.v.c. 
V. E. Vakharia, Esq., a.p.v.c. S. G. Haji, Esq. 
5S. N. Ranina, Esq., G.B.v.c. 

Sec: 8. K. Nariman, Esq., M.p., B. L,V.sc. 


Borper Counties V.M.S. 


Pres: Mr. J. Pears, M.x.c.v.s., Penrith 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Armstrong, r.x.c.v.s., Penrith, Cumberland 
Meetings, Second Friday of Feb., June, and October. 


Caucurra V,M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Greenhill, m.R.c.v.s. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. T. Assheton Smith, 156 Dhurrumtollah. 


Centra, V.M.A. 
Pres. Mr §. Villar, m.n.c.v.s., Greenhill, Harrow-on-the-Hill 
Hon. Sec: Mr F.C. Mahon, m.r.c.v.s., 
93 Huddlestone-rd, Tufnell Park, N. 
Meetings, First Thursday in each month, except August 
and September, 10 Red Lion Square. Holborn, at 7 p.m. 


Eastern Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. T. E. Auger, m.r.c.v.s., Wymondham 
Hon. Sec.: Mr. W. Shipley, Jnr., Southtown, Gt. Yarmouth | 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Feb. and July. 


Vet. Mep. Assn. or [RELAND. 
Pres: Mr. T. D. Lambert, r.n.c.v.s. Store Street, Dublin. 
Hon. Sec. Mr. J. McKenny, m.n.c.v,s., 
116 Stephens-green-west, Dublin. 
LancasHire V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. W. Dacre, m.R.0.v.s., Manchester. 
Hon, Sec: Mr. Harry D. Chorlton, m.x.c.v.s., 
97a Oxford Street., Manchester. 
Meetings, 1st Thursday in March, June, Se#,., & Dec. 


LinconnsHixE V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. H. J. Goodall, m.n.c.v,s., Melton Mowbray. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. A. Robiuson, m..c.v.s., Market Deeping. 
Meetings, Second Thursday, Feb., June and October, 


Miptanp Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. H. Olver, r.n.c.v.s., Tamworth 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. J. Daw’, m.R.0.v.s., 
Camden House, High St., West Bromwich 
Meetings, Second Friday in Feb., May. 
Second Tuesday in August, November: 


NatrionaL Vet. Association. 

Pres: Mr. 3. M. Parker, m..c.v.s., Birmingham. 
Sec: Mr. John Malcolm, F.R.c.v.s., 

Holliday Street Wharf, Birmingham 
Treas: Mr. F. W. Wragg, F.B.c.v.s., Whitechapel, London. 
Chairman of Prov. Com: Mr. R. C. Trigger, ¥.R.c.v 3., 

Newcastle. Staffs. 

Sec. of Prov. Com: J. Blakeway, F.R.v.v.s., Birmingham 


NationaL VETERINARY BENEVOLENT & Morvan 
Derence Soctiery. 
Pres: Mr. Peter Taylor, F.n.c.v.s., Manchester 
Treas: Mr. Thomas Greaves, F.R.c.v.s., Manchester 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Sam. Locke, m.n.0c.v.s., | 
Grosvenor Street, Oxford-st., Manchester | 


or V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. W. A. Hancock, m.R.0c.Vv.s., 
Forest Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. F. T. Finney, m.n.c.v.s, 
20 Benehaw-road, Gateshead-on-Tyne 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 


V.A. 
Pres: Mr. G. L. Robson. 
Sec: C. H. Sweetapple, Toronto. 


Royan Counties V.M.A. 


Pres: Mr. J. P. 8. Walker, F.n.c.v.s., Oxford. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Sutcliffe Hurndall, m.z.c.v.s., 
Sussex Villas, Cornwall Gardens, South Kensington. r 
Meetings, Last Friday, Feb., June and Nov. 
| Roya, Scorrisx V,.S. 
Pres: Mr. Reid, c.v.s , Auchtermuchty. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. D. Fairbairn, m.n.c.v.s., Cupar, Fifeshire 
Royan VeTertnary M.A. 
Pres: Prof. Hobday. 

Hon. Sec: Mr. Reeks, M.x.c.v.s. Assist. I.S. Mr. W. Burt. 
ScortisH Merroponitan V.M.S. tl 
Pres: Prof. W. O. Williams, F.R.c.v.s., New Vet. Coll., Edin. 8 
Hon. Sec: Mr. P. Moir, m.n.c.v.s., 9 Kilmain Terr. Edinbro’ al 
SoutH DurxHam anp Norru YorksHirE V.M.A. hi 
Pres.: Mr. A. Peele, r.n.c.v.s., West Hartlepool. hed 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Awde, F.R.c.v.s., Stockton-on-Tees. to 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June, Sept. and Dec. : ac 
Na 


SourHerN Counties’ V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. T. B. Goodall, F.n.c.v.s, Christchurch, Hants 
Hon. Sec: Mr. C. Pack, m.R.c.v.s., Lymington, Hants. 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 


Sourn Wages V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. James Dow, M.z.c.v.s., Swansea 
Hon Sec. Mr. A. C. Stewart, m.n.c.v.s., Cardiff. 


Meetings, First Thursday in March, and Autumn. 


WesTERN Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. W. Harvey Bloye, m:n.c.v.s., Plymouth 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. B. Nelder, r.x.c.v.s., Paul Street, Exeter 
Meetings, Third Thursday, March and September. 


West oF V.M.A. 
Pres : Mr. Thos. Campbell, r.x.c.v.s,. Kirkcudbright. 
Treas: Mr. John Neil, m.n.c.v.s., Partick 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Gordon Frew, m.8.c.v.s., Tureen St., Glasgow 


YorxsuirE V.M.A. 
Pres; Mr. James Cooke, F.8.c.v.s., Scarborough. 
Hon. Sec; Mr. Frank Somers, m.n.c.v.s., 4 Wade Lane, Leeds 
Meetinge, Last Friday in Jan., April, July, and October. 
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